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Regional Conservation Award Winner

Raymond L Smith is the 2010 recipient of the Marshall SWCD Landowner/
Operator Conservation Award. Raymond and his wife Wanda will receive
the Region 6 Award from the Conservation Districts of lowa (CDI) and the
lowa Farm Bureau. Region 6 includes a nine county area in central lowa.

Raymond has been farming for nearly 55 years on farms near Laurel and
Green Castle Lake. Through the years, Raymond has installed numerous
terraces, buffers, waterways, and a pond. He continues to maintain these
practices as he did in the 196008s.

L The Marshall SWCD and NRCS
d staff congratulate Raymond and
Wanda for their long term commit-
ment to conservation!

The lowa Conservation Awards Pro-
gram looks at conservation practices,
community service, general farm
husbandry, and treatment of the
land.

Below: contour farming with
terraces and field border.

W SSR=
Pictured above, left to right:
Wanda and Raymond Smith.
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Sigourney and Melinda Retire

Late this spring, Marshall
SWCD Secretary, Sigourney
Odor, and NRCS Technician,
Melinda McReynolds, retired
from their respective positions
for very different reasons.
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Sigourney, a state employee
with the lowa Department of
Agriculture and Land Stew-
ardship (IDALS), was offered
an early retirement option.
Sigourney had been working
in the Marshall SWCD office
since 1987.

Pictured above, left to right (back row): Steve Smith, Tracy Rosedale,

Kevin Holl, Troy Hibbs, Mark Hilleman, Dana Holland.

since 1992.

difficult to replace.

Project Delays

With the loss of Sigourney and Melinda, the producers of Marshall County have lost over
40 years of combined experience with soil conservation programs. There is no way this
amount of knowledge and experience can be replaced without some sort of negative effect
We dondét anticipate filling these vacanci

For the landowners and producers of Marshall County, this could mean delays in cost
share applications, practice layout and design, and payment certifications. We will try our
best to meet the needs of our customers, but please be aware of potential delays!
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Melinda was forced into retirement because of head injuries sus-
tained in a July 2009 truck/semi accident in Minnesota. She tried
on numerous occasions to return to work, but her doctors deter-
mined this was having a harmful affect on her health. Persistent
headaches and balance issues have continued to hamper her re-
covery. Melinda had been working in the Marshalltown office

Both Sigourney and Melinda were vital members of our team in

Mar shall County. o0Conservation on
unless both were actively involved in the process.
County landowners, producers, vendors, and contractors have
been very fortunate to have Sigourney and Melinda in the Mar-

shall County office for a long period of time. Both will be very

Marshall

The Marshall SWCD is extremely grateful to
Sigourney and Melinda for their dedicated service to
Marshall County residents. Best wishes to you both!
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Claudia Dalbey Nicky Williams
Claudia is a native of Story County. She grew up Nicky started on June 21 as the Soil Conservation-
on a farm outside of Colo with 10 brothers and sis- ist (SC) for the Marshall and Story County Field
ters, on a small orchard and a huge vegetable gar- Offices. She is very excited to be in Marshall
den. Her family raised row crops, dairy cows, chick- County and comes with five years of experience 0
ens, pigs and sheep. Claudia attended DMACC and two years in Plymouth County and three years in
graduated in Secretarial Science. She worked for Butler County. Any questions you have about
the Department of Transportation, a direct mailing NRCS programs or rules and regulations, be sure to
firm, and a real estate firm before starting with the check with Nicky. The Conservation Reserve Pro-
lowa Department of Agriculture and Land Steward- gram (CRP) is her favorite program to work with, so
ship in 1996. She now serves both Marshall and if you have any questions about CRP, stop by and
Story County as Secretary for the Soil and Water ask her.

Conservation Districts. . .
Nicky grew up in the small southern town of Leon.

Claudia and her husband, Clifford, have two sons, She is a graduate of lowa State University o Go
one daughter -in-law, and two grandsons. She en- Clones! Nicky currently lives in Union with her
joys crocheting and doing jigsaw puzzles in the win- husband, Scott. She likes to be outdoors & espe-
ter months. cially kayaking and bicycling. She also loves to

travel internationally.

Conservation Reserve Program Update

The sign-up for General CRP is over, but
a new rule from the sign -up will have
lasting effects. One of the new rules that
stemmed from the General CRP sign -up
is the change in cropping history years.

The Continuous CRP program (filter
strips, grassed waterways, wetland res-
toration) will now look at cropping his-

tory between 2002 and 2007. In order to
be eligible for CCRP, cropland must have
been farmed 4 out of these 6 years.

Stop by the NRCS or FSA office to talk
about new options in CRP for your farm.
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